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ABOUT THE SUITE FOR HORN AND PIANO

The Suite for Horn and Piano is a four-movement work that best describes the different periods in
music. Composed in 2010, the Suite has been one of my favorite compositions to perform to feature
different aspects of horn playing, and yes, piano.

Sarabande and Trio, the first movement, is based on a suite movement of the Baroque period. It
opens with horn, and then piano. The trio section, in D Major is faster, and no other composer has ever
inserted a trio section within a Sarabande. The opening returns to end softly in D Minor. Dance, the
second movement, can be best described as a Courante or a waltz. Horn states the main theme, and then
piano echoes it. A “B” Section has a prominent melody, and the A Section returns. Thought for Solo Horn,
the third movement, opens with a slow introduction, and I incorporate muted and stopped horn
techniques. Various rhythms are stated. Canon, the final movement, is influenced by Canon in Octave by
French composer, Jean Francaix. The opening rhythmic theme is influenced by this work. A melodic
section is added and modulates to A Minor. The opening theme is still in A Minor but returns to D Minor
to end strongly.

It is my hope that both performers get a lot out of this suite and a taste of the different periods
in music stated in each movement.

Mike Keegan
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Suite for Horn and Piano

Sarabandeand Trio
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I1. Dance

Allegro
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